
Purpose of This Study

• To explore voter reaction to a proposal to renew the District’s 
existing operating levy.

• To explore voter reaction to a bond referendum that would raise 
taxes to raise the local funds needed to renovate and expand the 
District’s schools. 

• To determine a cost acceptable to a majority of local voters for a 
bond referendum.

• To evaluate voter reaction to a two question ballot. 

• Assess the community’s perception of the overall quality of the 
District and its financial management.

• Collect feedback to assist the District’s planning related to 
community engagement 
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Survey Basics

• This survey involved 319 telephone interviews with 
registered voters in the Fridley Public School District.

• All interviews were completed between February 28 and 
March 3, 2015. 

• The overall margin of error for the results of this survey is 
+/- 5.5%*.

• The sample was controlled to approximate the 
demographics of registered voters living within the 
communities served by the District.

* Margin of error calculated using the American Research Group’s web-based calculator.
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The Operating Levy’s Uninformed 
Benchmark

“To continue to provide a more comprehensive 
educational program than would be possible using only 

state funds, the District may ask voters to renew  its 
existing local school operating levy. 

“Would you favor or oppose such a proposal to renew 
the District’s existing operating levy?”
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Uninformed: Op Levy
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Presenting Information

“I am going to read some statements about the 
proposal to renew the District’s existing operating 

levy. Please tell me whether the information in 
each statement would make you more likely or less 

likely to vote for such a proposal.” 
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Operating Levy
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The Operating Levy’s Informed 
Benchmark

“Now that you have heard some information about 
the proposal to renew the District’s operating levy, 

I want to see if it has changed your opinion. 

“Would you favor or oppose a proposal to renew 
the District’s existing operating levy?”

7



Informed: Op Levy
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No Change in Cost

“Let me add one additional fact. Renewing the District’s 
existing operating levy will not increase property taxes.

“Knowing this, would you favor or oppose a proposal to 
renew the District’s existing operating levy?”
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No Change in Taxes: Op Levy
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The Bond’s Uninformed Benchmark

“The district may ask voters to approve a school bond 
referendum. Such a proposal would increase local 

property taxes in order to raise the funds needed to 
renovate and expand the District’s schools and 

classrooms. 

“Would you favor or oppose such a proposal?”

11



Uninformed: Bond
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Presenting Information

“I am going to read some statements about the 
bond proposal the District is considering. Please tell 

me whether the information in each statement 
would make you more likely or less likely to vote 

for such a proposal.”
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Bond Referendum
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Bond Referendum
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The Bond’s Informed Benchmark

“Now that you have heard some information about 
the bond referendum the District is considering, I 
want to see if this information has changed your 

opinion. 

“Would you favor or oppose a proposal that 
would increase local property taxes in order to 
raise the funds needed to renovate and expand 

the District’s schools and classrooms?”
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Informed: Bond
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Bond Tax Rates

“I am going to ask you three questions about the cost of 
the bond referendum the District is considering. These 
costs will be read to you in a random order. Each will 

represent an annual cost. For each of the statements, tell 
me if knowing the cost of the proposal would make you 

favor or oppose a local school bond referendum.

“Property taxes would be increased by $65 per year for a 
home with a market value of $140,000.” 
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Bond Referendum
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Grade the District

“Students are often 
given the grades A, B, C, 
D, and F to denote the 
quality of their work.  

Suppose the schools in 
the Fridley School 

District were graded in 
the same way.  What 

overall grade would you 
give the schools in the 

Fridley School District?”
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Grade the District: 
Compared to National

Voters in the Fridley Public 
School District give their local 
schools a very similar number 
of A’s and B’s when compared 
to nation-wide results. They 
are also much more likely to 
say they cannot evaluate the 

District than those 
interviewed in a national 

survey.  National numbers 
come from the 2014 Phi Delta 
Kappa/ Gallup annual Poll of 

the Public’s Attitudes Towards 
the Public Schools.
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Basis for the Grade

“Was the grade you 
just gave to the 

Fridley Public Schools 
based mainly on:”
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Informed

“How would you 
grade the job the 
district has done 

keeping the public 
informed of District 
plans and events?”

23

18.6%

2.0%

3.0%

22.2%

32.4%

21.5%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Unable to Evaluate

F

D

C

B

A



Financial 
Management

“Consider the financial 
management of the 

Fridley Public Schools.

“What grade would 
you give the job the 

district has done 
managing its 

finances?”
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Best Thing

“Please tell me briefly 
what you believe is 

the best thing about 
Fridley Public 

Schools.”

An open-ended question. 
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Thing to Change

“If you could change 
one thing about 

Fridley Public Schools, 
please briefly describe 

what you would 
change.”

An open-ended question. 
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Source of 
Information

“Which of the 
following types of 
communication is 

currently your primary 
source of information 

about the Fridley 
Public Schools?”
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Future 
Communication

“I am going to read 
you the same list of 

types of 
communication again. 
This time, I want you 
to tell me how you 
would prefer to be 

communicated with in 
the future about the 

Fridley Public 
Schools?”
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Strong Schools

“Please tell me whether you 
strongly agree, agree, 

disagree or strongly disagree 
with the following statement:

“Strong schools are an 
important part of a 
strong community.”
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Community 
Support

“Please tell me whether you 
strongly agree, agree, 

disagree or strongly disagree 
with the following statement:

“The more a community 
supports its students 

and schools, the better 
the students will do 

academically.”
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Personally Caring

“Please tell me whether you 
strongly agree, agree, 

disagree or strongly disagree 
with the following statement:

“I care about what the 
schools and the district 

are doing for the 
students in the Fridley 

Public Schools.”
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Welcome

“Please tell me whether you 
strongly agree, agree, 

disagree or strongly disagree 
with the following statement:

“I would feel welcome 
visiting any of the 

buildings in the Fridley 
Public School District.”

Split sample question
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Personally Trust

“Please tell me whether you 
strongly agree, agree, 

disagree or strongly disagree 
with the following statement:

“I trust the school 
district to do what is 

best for the students in 
the Fridley Public 

Schools.”
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Proud

“Please tell me whether you 
strongly agree, agree, 

disagree or strongly disagree 
with the following statement:

“I am proud of the 
Fridley Public Schools.”

Split sample question
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Finding Answers

“Please tell me whether you 
strongly agree, agree, 

disagree or strongly disagree 
with the following statement:

“If I have a school or 
district-related 

question, I know where 
to go for an answer.”

Split sample question
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Become Involved

“Please tell me whether you 
strongly agree, agree, 

disagree or strongly disagree 
with the following statement:

“I am aware of ways I 
can be involved with 

the schools or the 
district.”

Split sample question
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District Listens

“Please tell me whether you 
strongly agree, agree, 

disagree or strongly disagree 
with the following statement:

“The Fridley Public 
School District engages 

and listens to 
community members.”
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Conclusions and Recommendations

• Renewal of the District’s existing operating levy without changing its purpose or 
cost has strong voter support. 
– Before  information about some of the ways levy funds are used was presented, 63.4% said they 

would support renewal with 12.6% opposed and 22.7% undecided. 

– After the presentation of information, support increased to 73.9% with opposition essentially 
unchanged at 11.7%. The percentage undecided dropped to 14.4%.

– If reminded that renewal would not increase property taxes, support increases to 81.2% with 11.1% 
opposed and 7.4% undecided.

• There is comparatively less support for a bond referendum that would increase 
property taxes. 
– Before  information about some of the ways bond funds would be used was presented, 49% said 

they would support such a proposal with 25.6% opposed and 24.5% undecided. 

– After the presentation of information, support increased to 56.2% with opposition constant at 
25.3%. The percentage undecided dropped to 18.1%.

– To win majority support, we would recommend the cost of a bond be set at or below an annual 
cost of $70 for a home with a market value of $140,000.
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Conclusions and Recommendations

• Although the bond projected a 50% support when voters were asked to react to a 
two-question ballot, the data on tax impact for the bond suggests that both the 
operating renewal and the bond question would be feasible if the tax impact of 
the bond is kept at or under $70 on an average priced home.
– 46.2% said they would vote for both proposals

– 31% said they would only vote for renewal of the operating levy 

– 3.8% said they would only vote for the bond referendum

– Support for the bond was 53.8% at a tax increase of $80 and 64.3% at a tax increase of $65 

• The perception of the District is good.
– 48.7% gave the overall quality of the local schools an A or a B.

• The majority, 44.6%, based the grade they gave the District on the experiences of their children.

– 53.9% gave the job the District does keeping the public informed an A or a B.

– 33% gave the financial management of the District an A or a B with 47.4% unable to evaluate.
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Conclusions and Recommendations

• Voters were asked to agree or disagree with nine statements, each presenting an 
idea about the nature or value of the local schools. 
– A majority of voters agreed or strongly agreed with each of the statements presented in the survey. 

For three of the statements, more than 90% of those interviewed agreed or strongly agreed. These 
statements were:

• Q18: Strong schools are an important part of a strong community.

• Q21: The more a community supports its students and schools, the better the students will do academically.

• Q15: I care about what the schools and the district are doing for the students in the Fridley Public Schools.

• The largest group of voters, 44.9%, said they receive most of their information 
about the District from “mailings from the school district, such as the district 
newsletter or Community Education catalogs.”
– Almost half, 47.9%, said they would prefer to continue to receive information about the District 

from such mailings. 
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